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Germany's fall. The allies have proved themselves to be just as
deceitful, cruel, greedy and selfish as Germany was or would
have been. Germany would have avoided the sanctimonious humbug
that one sees associated with the many dealings of the allies.
"The miscalculation that I deplored last year was not in connec-
tion with the sufferings imposed upon the people, but about the
mistakes made by them and violence done by them owing to their
not having understood the message of satyagraha. What then is
the meaning of non-co-operation in terms of the law of suffering?
We must voluntarily put up with the losses and inconveniences that
arise from having to withdraw our support from a Government
that is ruling against our will. 'Possession of power and riches is a
crime under an unjust government, poverty in that case is a virtue,5
says Thoreau. It may be that in the transition state we may make
mistakes; there may be avoidable suffering. These things are prefer-
able to national emasculation.
"We must refuse to wait for the wrong to be righted till the wrong-
doer has been roused to a sense of his iniquity. We must not for fear of
ourselves or others having to suffer remain participators in it. But
we must combat the wrong by ceasing to assist the wrongdoer
directly or indirectly.
"If a father does injustice, it is the duty of his children to leave
the parental roof. If the headmaster of a school conducts his institu-
tion on an immoral basis, the pupils must leave the school. If the
chairman of a corporation is corrupt, the members thereof must wash
their hands clean of his corruption by withdrawing from it; even so if
a government does a grave injustice the subject must withdraw
co-operation wholly or partially, sufficiently to wean the ruler from
wickedness. In each case conceived by me there is an element of
suffering whether mental or physical. Without such suffering it is not
possible to attain freedom."
The critics said, "India has not the strength of purpose and the
capacity for sacrifice to achieve such a noble end.59 Gandhi replied:
"They are partly right, India has not these qualities now. Because we
have not, shall we not evolve them and infect the nation with them?
Is not the attempt worth making? Is any sacrifice too great to gain
such a purpose? "
At the end of June a Khilafat representation was sent to the
Viceroy signed r?y prominent leaders including Mazharal Haque,